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world is imminent is the firm belief of every man,
woman and child in Poland. The conservative Poles
feel certain that such a war will wipe out the Bolshe-
vist regime. The Polish communists on the other hand
are just as firmly convinced that the next war will
result in communism not only in Poland but in the rest
of Europe. Both sides expect this war to start on
Polish territory.^
The temper of the two peoples is one of smoldering
hatred and unconcealed mistrust of each other, which
flame up at the least provocation.
Just before the Polish crew surrendered the train
to the Russians at the Soviet border the Polish official,
still speaking German, said to me with a leer:
"I trust you haven't forgotten to take along a plen-
tiful supply of 'lausepulver' (insect powder) ; you will
need it over there."
An hour later, on Soviet territory, I came face to
face with the reciprocal loathing of Bolshevist officials
for the Poles.
In the Soviet custom house an official motioned to a
Polish woman belonging to Warsaw's aristocracy to
follow him. She was led into a side room and was gone
nearly half an hour. When she finally emerged her
face was flushed as if she had just corne out of a Turk-
ish bath. She swore under her breath. She fumed and
threatened in her native tongue. As soon as she got to
Moscow she would report the matter to the Polish
Ambassador, She would make these Russians pay for